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Mirativity . “Zénme ( )” in Interrogative Sentences .

Rhetorical Questions and Exclamatory Sentences
Li Qiang

Abstract ; This article mainly discusses the mutual transformation of “zénme ( )” in interrogative
sentences, rhetorical questions and exclamatory sentences, as well as the manifestation of its mirative

«

meaning. After an in-depth inspection, the article argues that “zénme ( )” is not a typical mirative
marker. On the one hand, it strengthens the effect of unexpected expression, and on the other hand, it
demonstrates “ego-evidentiality”, which makes the listener believe that the relevant information stated by the
speaker is true and accurate, and then shows the speaker’s direction. This functional duality is also prevalent

in other languages.

Key words :zénme ( ). mirativity, mirative marker, ego-evidentiality
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