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Unexpected: Pragmatic Meaning

of Aspect Marker “shang” in “V shang”
GUO Xiao-lin
(Beijing Language and Culture University, Beijing 100083)
Abstract: Inceptive aspect can be expressed in a variety of ways in Mandarin, like “V shang, V
kai, V qilai, kaishi V”, and there are differences between these inceptive markers in their pragmatic
meaning. This paper focuses on “V shang” and considers its core pragmatic meaning as
“unexpected”, which endows the structure with commentaries and negative characteristics, thus
indirectly affecting the distribution and syntactic feature of the structure.

Key words: “V shang (_)”; pragmatic meaning, unexpected, commentaries, negative
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