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Counter-mirativity: The Pragmatic Essence and Evolutive Force of
the Conjunction “Zhibiiguo ( A Rit)”

Chen Yu

Abstract: The light transitional conjunction “zhibiguo (A it )” is closely studied in complex sentence
research, but all the semantic and pragmatic studies are confronted with insurmountable problems. This paper
starts with the discussion on the essence of transitional sentences so as to clarify the disparity between the light
transitional and the heavy transitional. The cadence of each is mutually polarized, and therefore the mirativity
nature of the heavy transitional reflects the counter-mirativity of the light transitional. Based on the early

¢

Mandarin and contemporary Mandarin data, the paper holds that “zhibiguo (A RiL)” is evolved from a
restrictive adverb to a transitional conjunction, and then to a discourse marker, in the process of which the
counter-mirativity serves as a key driving force of pragmaticalization.

Key words: zhibiguo (2 Fit), light transitional, heavy transitional, counter-mirativity, pragmaticalization
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