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Revisiting Guoran ( as expected)

—Controvertial Issues of Default Expectation Markers
Chen Zhenyu Wang Mengying & Jiang Yining

Abstract: Expectation markers are rare because in general realization of expectations do not need to be given
special markers. DANGRAN in Chinese is not an expectation marker but strong assertion ( modal) marker.
GUORAN is an expectation marker and involves the expectation under individual conditions. Therefore specific
conditions are usually expressed in discourse and context. However in most of the GUORAN cases the speaker
doubts whether the expectation derived from the condition can really be realized. Therefore when it is realized as
true there is a two-ayers expectation structure: The current information meets the previous expectation so it is
expected information. However the realization of uncertain expectation is also surprising. These GUORAN
sentences express the speakers low probability expectations. From the comparison between old—new informations
and expectation—counter expectation informations we can see that there is an intermediate zone: the new
information includes not only counter-expectation information but also non-expectation information and some
expectation information as long as the expectation information involves low probability expectation.

Keywords: GUORAN DANGRAN expectation marker new information small probability expectation



