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the interactivity of spoken interactions. A positive correlation is observed between the occurrence frequency of
conjunctions and the interactivity of spoken discourses. Among different types of spoken discourses, the higher the
degree of interactivity regarding the discourse, the higher frequency of conjunctions is found. The placement of
conjunctions is rather flexible in spoken interactions. They occur in the initial, middle, and/or the final positions of a
turn, serving respectively as the turn-opening, turn-keeping, and turn-transforming elements. A comparison is also
made in the distribution of the conjunctions in spoken and written data, with the result showing that the occurrence
frequency in this regard in spoken discourse is obviously higher than that in written texts.

Key Words: conjunction, spoken discourse, interactivity, stylistic differences

ZONG Shouyun, Negativity and mirativity: A case study of dai () as an auxiliary in Jin dialects
Dai (%), an auxiliary in Jin dialects, can be dynamic and deontic in the canonical modality system,
conveying desire, promise, request and permission. Employed in eight constructions, Dai is highly correlated
to, and then co-occurs with, negation at various levels. Seen from the perspective of a recently prevailing:
category, dai can be rendered as a means to express and flag mirativity. Diachronically, dai is grammaticalized
from a semantically full-fledged verb to an auxiliary. The case of dai is typologically significant due not only to
its wide distribution in Jin dialects, but also the particularity of its mirativity expression.
Key Words: dai (%), auxiliary, Jin dialects, mirativity, backtracking reasoning

WEN Changyan, The multi-functions of the complement dao (f8]) in the Shicheng Hakka in Jiangxi
Province

The paper classifies the multi-functional complements of dao (f8]) into four subdivisions, semantically
conveying direction, result, duration of states, and duration of actions, respectively. It also notices that this
multi-function is shared in the Hakka in Mei County, Liancheng County, and four counties in Taiwan, and
beyond, in a number of other dialects. Ontologically and diachronically, the paper identifies dao as the dao per
se, 1.e. that meaning ‘fall down’, and then demonstrates the motivations behind the proposed semantic
evolution, specifically, from Direction to Result and then to State.
Key Words: dao (f8l), Hakka, multi-functional complement, grammaticalization

LI Wei, LIU Ya’nan, Gen (i) in the Southwest Mandarin: With a reference to Dictionnare Chinois-
Frangais de la Langue Mandarin Parlée dans Pouest de la Chine

The word gen (BB, follow/with/and) is used as a verb of giving, a dative preposition, and a conjunction/
coordinator in the Southwest Mandarin of both present day and of more than a hundred years ago as recorded in
the Dictionnare Chinois-Frangais de la Langue Mandarin Parlée dans Uouest de la Chine, a dictionary compiled
by the then missionaries. While differing from the Beijing Mandarin, the Northwestern and Southern dialects,
the multifunctional pattern concerning gen coincides interestingly with yu (5), its counterpart in Ancient
Chinese. The multifunctionality of this kind, however, appears to be on the wane, and the shrinking well
observes the unidirectional principle in the content-to-function evolution.
Key Words: the Southwestern Mandarin, verb of giving, dative preposition, conjunction, gen (ER)

ZHANG Meilan, MU Yong, The diachronic evolution of xiongdi (J5L35)

This paper investigates the semantic evolution of Chinese appellation ziongdi ( 5L3%) in the texts from
Ancient Chinese to Modern Chinese. It reveals three evolutional paths of xiongdi: (1) from a coordinate phrase
to a compound word; (2) from a kinship appellation to a social appellation; and (3) from addressing other
person to self-addressing.

Key Words: appellation, ziongdi ( 503%), diachronic evolution, lexicalization

CAO Jingyi, On the ambiguity and misuses of the structure Kuayue N-ge shiji (EE# N PH42)

The paper presents the multiple interpretations and the cases of misuses of “kuayue N-ge shiji (B N~
40, gloss. to cross N-cl century)”, and reveals the cognitive causes behind these complicated readings
through conceptualization theories. It argues that the ambiguity is caused by the multiple potential sememes of
the verb of “kuayue (stride over, cross)”, i.e. OCCUPY, CROSS (the border) and SPAN (a period of time).
Thus the mentioned construction constitutes a special bidirectional correspondence between form and meaning
and the overlap of the three sememes.

Key Words: kuayue (BE#E), ambiguity, multiple sememes
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