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On the Essence of Completing Qualitative
Adjective-predicate Sentences from the

Perspective of Pragmatic Value

WU Shuyan and CHEN Zhenyu

Abstract This paper summarizes the explanation of the restrictions on qualitative
adjectives as predicates in previous studies. We suggest discovering the essence of sentence
completion from the view of conversation interaction, finding the sentence conditions in the
conversation process of specific language use, and judging the effect of sentence completion
in specific context. It is necessary to define the “pragmatic value” as whether the language
materials meet certain pragmatic requirements in order to have sufficient influence on the
listener. Therefore, the influence of language materials in specific contexts on listeners has
become the core of the study.

This paper puts forward three principles of pragmatic value.

First, a discourse/sentence that has the function of conveying propositional meaning
has low pragmatic value if it does not convey new information.

Second, to have sufficient pragmatic value, a discourse/sentence must have the
following properties: A and B. A. The emotion and meaning of the sentence or utterance is
directed at the listener or both the listener and the speaker, or at a party who has an
alignment or disalignment relationship with them. B. The sentence or utterance expression
should induce the listener to obtain or infer at least one of the following: a) it is the
speaker’s subjective assertion of aspects of the target; b) it refers to the social significance

and value for the targeted person (or at least one of them) or the scene in which they are
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located; c¢) it is the force that causes the targeted person to produce some ( psychological)
effect or (external) behavior; d) it is the response to the above information requirements
that the listener pays attention to; e) it is to indicate that the speaker is struggling to present
a particular style of conversational activity, to show the speaker’s self-image, to build an
alliance with the listener, or to expect the listener to respond. In addition, some items ( a)
and d) ) in social relevance will be restricted by the new information principle.

Third, a discourse/sentence has low pragmatic value if there is no subjective salience
in the sentence.

Some language means are intended to directly express the meaning and value of the
event to the speaker or the current situation, such as negation, contrast, epistemic or deontic
modality, question, imperative, concern, threat, etc. Other language means themselves do
not directly lead to sentence completion, but tend to lead to certain pragmatic values that
further lead to sentence completion, such as grade, scale, comparison between A and~ A,
Chinese “le,”, etc. Structures that do not meet the pragmatic-value requirements are not
unacceptable but cannot be used independently. They need to be in a non-independent
syntactic and textual position, and there must be main clauses or supplementary clauses
that satisfy the pragmatic-value requirements outside or behind the structures.

Keywords qualitative adjective-predicate sentence, sentence completion, dialogic,

pragmatic value, social relevance
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71, 56 B-co BRILZAL, A RE . e8], XX W A s Ak, g Xt
XF 75 B IE/ B[R] R 35 IR s R W PR 4 4 (3R 1 1Y 13), TR iR T AR
FIEX (R 1 24-26), HREA MR T X5 s 5 7 A S AT Y
.

(4) a. BAEBILREARD? RERGDY“H, REBRG " ((FEF)SITR)

(1)

b, BRI “H R4l AR K7 F A, A2 R 0 — Mk
RUBRMAME, PR INE A, M g T F, e ARk, R
IRAEA K A TATHE, FAARLG NG, BRI, AR ZAH
BT (FRA(EDRAEF)) (RIF)

c. (FMEESTEEEHEL) AL DL D JIHERLIAEE SHMAREER,
(ZAB(/HHIT)/2003 42 A 14 B(HRFTHRAR)/ ZSW(ELRES))
(#f%)

d. &S, BT (ABEE(EBRENBHTRE)) (£W)

e. ZFHMRBLAMAL? RBERRIBR, (1997 F(HERLHA) ) (Fi/Fik)

£ ARBgRe, PHA R AE—RIUED? /Do 7 (48 (& eH L)/ 3 4
(KraE)y) ( ZMFH/ B

ABITERERI A (R 1 /) 22-23) , BB FEIREARELANS, HEE
Wb T —ABEME T AR N, BEmARTE TIE A E, P EMEIE A I8 1A
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A e, R BE R R WA e, A a] DL A
(5) a. KRB AMEAEGRALITE, RER—APE? Rbit, i) BAL, T4k
[ #9 % BT AR A — 2 (1FEA)
b, hikFE? HiER? (BFHEA)

PEFOE 2518 T AT LU le 25t rh (21 /9 15-19) , AIRWE—A o1k
Joxf AR R, AMZE X b — AR RE 8 58 A, PR R Rt b B R ORI R 1 3
Hh B TR T AT RE, W B—c; B ORI AOLS, FE g
S5, W2 B-a; B BN R FY SO RIS SR, AR A 2 (5
XTSRS, i /2 B=b, 4.

(6) AR2fRMFER, FARF RBESG AN T, Fd, A& —T, £, &

ARE? BRI, BRI (FRL(AR))(HATrik)

(7) V. ib&RAA, &) KFCHERE, A 32P T EILFA,

T WER R E T, e R A (AP ZEHEILY) (R AT AT 6
EFN)

(8) F: 4Lk, WILKEA,

. BRBEILTEELELEEERR D BE, SILKRLT ., (FHHREGLEL
Z)

AR ETZ(8), NHIIRIERN TS E, &S R, XARA
RETEME, (HZ5E B SCTUES], X PR FR7e R (M) Rk
WG oL, SCEE R shE:E, PRI RS, MR iE RS A0 30
M2, CUtE T RTE TR FME, S XSS DARESE
3.2 [MHERIAHE M A

WEET TFBEAGIFAHEZEA M, HRERENES S0 HEFE N
{8, XS i i ) B 58 )k
3.2.1 FRIXIE AR BE SCIY 010 e g

AWEFIE AR AT A F MR, RIBENEH (degree) | HEK
(scale) . BRI HI(A HIE A BUXS L) 55, (HIAMR B, ABOMERE PR
WHME, bR AR, SCE UL A2 BN, SE B A B R R
“XFHAEEAR AT, BCEEBERR T AN, BOE UL RS RERS U 4T IR
s, FRRECXABMA”, XA)RE EFEARENS, HRREA LT
AR HE X A A A 24t E, PR R EEm B 2R, XA HIR
H, (RRGRAHA40K?) BOZAMER ) AR AL E, W2 B-b, 1]
PLSEm), 3k LY 22 S ARt Y, RIRE RO AR SE M, A R N T2 ) B AR 3
RS SCRME, semtkm, A IR ERR IR A RE e

JI A 380 5 1R B B R S A, N ie SR Rl AME RN (R T 1
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6-8) , B HAL AT (M) an I R IA TR ), HBAN R B4 R 8 A R A G
By, B2 RI RS, BIZRR B X S0 T 5 A A SR, S
PRigRLE, TEARZEUEH T, BREEFRINEFIFREIAAHR R, WIEH EVRA
FHY RN, KRESRIBHATERIEN, TE R ULEE < BE” 0y IE [ 3¢
F, SRR G AR, U SR U X AR OGS A R

PRilT . KA (2018) #5ih, WURFMFA R, WA FREEN RN SIEE D
SRS CIE L, B, FORKaE R F WK G iR B AR m e vk, B Bias
HATLUHEATRER RS, fFilhn .

(9) a. EFH AR AR 1577 FRARNE B

D BIZAEFIZT TR, (1994 F(IRAHL))
b. EF# H AR N5 H AL e
FEARBAEY LTS EAE, ((BREFL))
RIFBE R AR, A ZMEN .
(10) a. KR B—KMIFH 519 K AL R
KK ET . (1994 SF(IRFVHiL) )
b. R H FALIF 15 19) H AR B
AT, AR TR EARR) ()
c. RFH AN B AN B
AMAERERER K, %ﬁij, Wk X REERL, RATA 116 5
T, PIAMFEEREIILE,” ((EFH)EITR)

/| it i U o 1] DO — e85 2 — B P R R . N 25
RELSS, MRSy A ey, WiEE A 598 A Xk, (1),
HSRRIRAE KA L AT B . A BEEN LT A L, i
IR AR

(11) a. IAREFRIRM ENF L2 LG RAEEBE, ((BHRIFHEE))

b. BERAEASEBGES, TEFRAAG L TFREFTIFG, ((FHA
WHE))

T AZAR BB B W sE mbE (2 1 /Y 8), HHs s AR 5edy,
“H—4r, FATAREHE HEMAE, “H—4 4" ﬁ%%%ﬁiﬁ%é@i
WS, 4K, RZHEOT, BuEiia Smitmrt o 3, e A1 —

N7 HF N —FE | ER oM B0 D ity SR AN R 4521 ?kﬁ%mﬁ?

AT, IARDGER IR IFBA A FR i, 2 TR AR 2 AR TG
WH EUIPM BT . T CCL H PR RN 48 30 ) th A REE AR +XP 7,
S3HT XP A RGR A, 5B EOE . IRy 78 I, R 50 B, rhk
M4 124 B ——IHBAAR TR XP A B | 53 2 A A7 St 1y ( dn < AR 2 B2 < ARAK
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W™y, AR sEdE XP B BERIAA I R AEN , At RN FZ AW, 1)
AP, AR KRS, XP &R, KWohe HJEZ0
B, AREEAE, BrUSEESE, BNEARTRE, HAEEAT 7 B
Mo DALt ], BARDLE AR ) " AR OR A AR iR i 22 I8 19 Byt ]
(12) a. ABARKFRY . (CCL) CHMN )
b. EAP T ABALR T F LR DA XM @A AN AHL TR, REEEIT,
A G ESBHFFSH T, (CCL) (R R)
ik, AR XP WA AR FERE I O AT, MR kR
PULTEA R, & XP 53E XP XSz, XAk sr R SR skl S, wn(13)
B AR AT LI 2%
(13) a. HEAAMIRREAARE, SABEFR—H, MEZFRK, (CCL)
b, BMBAKAL KB FRRT —HoHEFAE, ERARFSFAFEZIMRA
W BT Tk, L FXLRER, o (CCL)
3.2.2 AT, s A
AR T, R R A E R A (R 1 1Y S) . BAKRRIRARL,
HR QAU R RN — s, AR RESE ), T B fEig el BT SO il X — A8
LR E XM E, B,
(14) a. XR—AER, HIMGRRE T, WL T, (1996 F(HERLHA)) (RBRE
., SABEH RGBS
b. APEC 4% AdE EX A BB FIL T, (H4e4k 2001 4 10 A 44 M kid ) (2
TEHME, ZMAERT2FT)
FRATXIBEBL (2016) 422, TEFIH R IR, DI 0Bl — ke
BRI T e, MR SWr AT o 38 B, MW A0E . MRS W
FEAREIA T, AR AT DALY ak A8 B HIfe, PR A AT B 300 S A S P X
DA, Ban— " OE R AR UL 2 A Kk 17, — SRR E
Sk, HAReA MRSl T &, (HURIRFE N AORZE LR, MRSt AR AR
K, BRI LR T Bk, SHU 7,7 A H 8 S 1Y
Uite, AWMU ERIRER WA A, MRET I8 BOX — AR L5 E TH B A
Wr P AUT I RN PUIRA
4. X HEREFRBEANTAEINE
TR, AW ETERMERTEIE/ AT, ARABRUL, WA RE

@ Li%F(1982) Al 1, HoA“ B ARSCHE” , BISR/R SR iR Al 2 R BT si 30 i 5 B
HEENEL,
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SRR (A SEMEESR) , W EALF AR (R ANE R O L, I BAEAE T i
FAE B9 B2 R FE I 25, (b)) B9 R -7 oS, (R bk
KA KA, VR EEMEAIR” BERT LASEA] . 3XRER « 58 AN E AR vT LA
Y RHULT =K,

4.1 BNZSERE v T A (R 0

PEFE 25 1B AL TE N B B EORTR A, g ) (b Bk ) | &
HIETE R (IR EAR) . FE0E R A (b m IS FR 47 ) B P AL B DL S 157
FARME (DGR WA ) FE T8 ) (40 A0 1 3T B8 A B/ 6 TR b B8 1) 1y
L, PEEATT T4 ) XL E (R 119 36-40) . IR AR AN 75 ZE 171
FHSERDIRERY, HEA B 3] s a5 A RE U R 8 A ELEN AT,

FUBUI (1965 :426) A — M5 5 HL” , W2RESIN—2E Ry, 2 A 1VF
2 NHR R FRIXFRAE S A ZE AT, S5 BT P AR, SR AT AR A
FELA B NA IR, AN (15a) , WA BEHIRS & I, KZ e
PYIEF SR, KB TR, SRR E MR IE, MRS RET
A, KEFIRA L, FN(15h) “ LR BB, ZFTLIATISEA], Hd
PRI A RS R AN

(15) a. REXEHTF K, R—RAH—H, HHERFFK, KKEF XA,

(L)
b, £ XK, (16iE)

FHR, WARAMES A S Rt LSS i A, RARRRET, 5 2 1 %
g5e Blan—A ANBRE, IR G B SCHE S (8 (AN asb ), BT LURT DA B Hz
CTEBR RS A S, HEYR T A 2SS ENERE T, AR E
“HARS T BN — L B AR AT LAUE T, AN b IR
4.2 JEAME DI R TE T (R )

DUBEE gk, A58 AR Y WAL E sk PEO A PR I
A, ik, BT R URE/Na) (R ) AT EESE AR, 1B E 2R T DLl S
T E BN CJR AR SR AL o SGHAPIE 251 I8 TR ) e 2 o i BTE R (R 1 1Y
27-35), TEJFH | faiZ8 s A bk vl R SAE S 1. il

(16) a. # AR G ZIEKFAK, 5 R BRI (45 —RALR I ) o) T KRR

#E R, (CCL)
b, RibEEFRAARAN, ST R, (RRCA KA )
c. BAWEE, £, BARTE, LA, RIRARTRALSY LA H 212 F,

© FERE, KBS R AR ERERECR, SASGHER AT RS A,
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WAL FFT XA, (TFAF(RES A)Y)
d. ANAGKREGE DT, BAEBRE, ATR2BEMGGIA, (2000 F (AR

HARY)
e. AL, ELABRRFER? (FK4Hk 2022:135)
f. ARMIEA LA, A S R—E R, AT KA RAT (e BEAFA)

g WiEE, BIRERAIA(BGRRALE ML RKIFER), (1995 F(ARBIRY)
h e, EAEEHERTHEE
T8k, DUEHAADCFKA), F BRI SE (2012) B, AR B —1
ANEAJERATE— BB, B S — XA iR, ERE Ok
b, BR T EERMTEY, FImm e EREATR e A), W LU DA BOE 45 161
W, i,
(17) a. EERDLK, KK, HAPRGAIREE, (7 HR%EH)
b. # 4 REAREREARKFEBIK, AAFHE, RLLAERTTARAHN, SHF
AFEIN A5, Kmrm B RIEAL G ERZ A, (CCL)
c. WBF, KR B, mBETHAKRFEELAE, ((EBRAY))
4.3 IR IE AT A E
ZIHEFHE CEF WIS, (HREERE D, WS B s, XBs
BT 5 W BT ST TE S R R R BT, miAT s, lan, (18)
P AR R A m), (BT SGESE T, FR R i, st
TR,
(18) (HILEE)H)F, KB, KE--- BERITE, #HAFMIK, —AEA GG
Wi KREX)
ZIF . "7
N REX, R—AHfee
BRI PR, SXF g AR, R —FE R L, XX A B AN B
SEAIPE, MITE S, /R, B R RSGTE—’, AReE hRIEH
WrE, .
(19) R=XEEZRE, THREFHF—FF, (3T, &)
A (20) S, AR RIS, TR A RTINS .
(20) a. #KFE, TRE, T EHEF, (2016 79 A 15 B (¥ d BIR) FE 474 )
b, RMREFGF, WRIEZ, PMIPA (FEBRAFA)
DU R L 9 DU A Rk — A, e ) MR R A Bt 2 PR Dk e a X ]
KB MM B, e oRFI . IEKK” 4,
FRAN(21) WA B 18 I8 TR AR — 2 RYE I T, (H— R F A BAT
e, I, (21a) AR BTE AR AN E B YA S A A
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AIAHE LR, R T HY R 28, MR S 52 AR 11
B BERTLASER) T, W(21b) .,

(21) a. AHRAG, RIAFFIBALSCES RidstA— 158, (b (HZL))

b, s T EMGRCR, RMEBL, AEAF, AE £, (1994 SF(ARFIHFL))

5. 45iF

ARSI &, O O 25 1n) 18 15 ) 19 58 ) PR R R, FRAT]
N B B i B E HAE I E, RS A R0 M X2 A1k
AEZW, EHNERN” IR =AEE . B E RS St
PERRS . IR ERR S, Hrb, A SOt R RS, (HEHPA R EARN
feid SOBT R BRI, JiAb—Se R BATRE, Bl 145t 7k =4 i N e 2

REVBIE I ERZR G TR

A8 & PR TR ]
A et %
#
1% (ER STy
a

) [t [acran]

K PR 4]

K1 M ER ST R
e, BMEARE SR, WAEAREDL, TRMERY LRy | R A i
BB RMATAME , SXARRE T O ADGHE PAFER KD BOE A1 ]
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