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A Review on the Category of Mirativity
Qiang Xingna

Abstract Issues concerning the category or concept of mirativity, empirical or theoreti-
cal, have been drawing considerable attention of linguists in and beyond China. The vague-
ness and the consequent controversies, however, remain noticeable especially among Chinese
researches. The article endeavors to clarify the very categorical meaning and coding strategies
regarding the semantic value of mirative and mirativity by reviewing the existing literature.
Comments and thoughts are also provided on the existing and anticipated researches of the
related issues in Chinese languages including various dialects.

Keywords mirativity; counter-expectation; evidentiality; epistemic modality
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