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A Study of “Jiran” Complex Sentences

from the Perspective of Expectation Theory
GAN Wei & CHEN Zhen-yu
(\Shanghai Lixin University of Accounting and Finance,Shanghai 201620;2Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract: From the perspective of expectation theory, the antecedent of “jiran” complex
sentence is the conditional section, while the consequent is either the expected section, which
only indicates inference text. The factive information section indicates the relationship between
the expectation and the information (often used in counter-expectation text). The basic function
of “jiran” complex sentence is to express “the speaker’s subjective choice under specific factual
conditions”. “Ruguo” sentence refers to “the speaker’s subjective choice under specific
non-factual or counterfactual conditions”. “Yinwel” sentence means “selection derived from full
probability or large probability reasoning”.

Key words: “jiran”(Rt#) complex sentence; rhetorical questions; expectation theory; choice
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