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A Study on Chinese Avertive Format

from the Perspective of “Expectation” Theory
GAN Wei'! & CHEN Zhen-yu?
(*Shanghai Lixin University of Accounting and Finance, Shanghai 201620; % Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract: Expectant Theory and Conventional Theory should be combined together as a pragmatic
principle to judge the limitation conditions of Chinese avertive format. This principle can be further
classified into expectation theory. Chinese avertive format is intended for the speaker’s expectation. The
“expectation” here includes many modal dimensions, such as optative expectation, capable expectation,
deontic expectation and epistemic expectation. There are different types in Chinese avertive format:
affirmative, Na and Nn. Each of them can be divided into two subclasses, which have its own focus
structure, thus having different types of counter-expectation.

Key words: Chinese avertive format; self-counter-expectation; modality dimension; focus structures
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