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Three features in the semantic analysis of qgiahao . qiaqia ,
qiaqiao ;. Probability, expectation and management

ZHOU Ren

Abstract This paper makes a comparative study of the syntactic and semantic proper-
ties of a group of “qia X” adverbs (giahao, giagia , giagiao) in modern Chinese, and il-
lustrates three important features in the semantic analysis of Chinese function words:
probability, expectation and management. It first explains that the common semantic
background of “gia X” words is “item A and item B (in some way) have the same, con-
sistent, opposite, different or interlinked relationship”, and the shared semantic core is
“accuracy with low probability”. This paper further discusses the internal differences a-
mong “gia X” words. “Qiaqia” is gradually evolving toward a counter-expectation mark-
er; “giahao” can appear in the semantic environment of management, with the meaning of
“overcoming difficulties”; the use of “giagiao” is based on the environment of “unexpect-
edness”, and has the tendency to develop into a “satisfaction” marker. Finally, the paper
briefly compares “qia X” words with “zhenghao”, which is fundamentally different from
“qia X” words on account of its distribution in high probability contexts.

Keywords probability, expectation, management, giahao, qgiaqia , qiaqiao
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