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Expectation Principle of The Operation of Language System

ZHU Bin and LU Fang-zhe
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Central China Normal University, Wuhan Hubei 430079, China)

Abstract: Expectation is a psychological phenomenon. It is the subject's beliefs and desires on the subjective and
objective world, which can affect the subject's decision-making and behavior. When reality meets expectations is
called heyuqi(4-#7), otherwise, is called “counter-expectation”. The article regards expectation as the core

principle of language operation, and distinguishes the three-layer structure of the language system, namely, the
underlying cognitive structure, the intermediate information structure, and the surface discourse structure. The
bottom-up is the realization relationship, and the top-down is the inclusion relationship. The article discusses in
detail the status and function of expectation and counter-expectation in static language system hierarchy and
dynamic verbal communication. We propose a theoretical framework of expectation in language research, and
take topic-comment and presupposition-focus in information structure, clauses and hyper-sentences in text
structure as examples, and briefly test the operation mechanism of the expectation principle.

Key words: Language system; Operation; Expectation principle
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