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WA and SUO in Chengdu Dialect

Chen Zhenyu Chen Zhenning Du Kehua

Abstract: This paper compares the modal particles WA and SUO in
Chengdu dialect with the modal particle MA in Beijing dialect, and believes that
the former two together assume the function of MA. But SUO is closer to MA,
mainly expressing pragmatic negation, and also some examples of speculation
questions; and WA mainly means speculation and also means pragmatic negation.
WA comes from the neutral question marker in history. After losing the function
of neutral question, WA and MA develop in different directions. The basic reason
is that WA is a weak mirativity marker, while MA is a strong mirativity marker.
SUO is a sign directly developing from eureka marker to mirativity marker.
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166



