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Type Comparison Based on Semantic Map: The Mirativity—Mood Particle

between Beijing and Chengdu Dialect

CHEN Zhenning', CHEN Zhenyu®
(1.School of Humanities, Jianghan University, Wuhan 430056; 2. Department of Chinese Language and Literature,
Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: There are several mood particles which are related to mirativity in Beijing and Chengdu dialect. In order
to analyze their typological differences, “winner—-more—loser—less” algorithm was used to generate a semantic map
based on 27 features of 9 dimensions (expectation, sentence types, speech acts, certainty, inquiry, objects, feelings,
emotion, and stance). For the mirativity—mood particles of Beijing dialect: “if /a/” is the most widely used one and
has established supremacy above others. There are more oppositions and non—expectations. The core function is
interiective—by—indicative and (strong) demand caused by opposition other than interjective—by-rhetorical—question
caused by mirativity. The functions of sentence—completion have their origins in the indicative in most cases.
There are more interpersonal and discourse functions and fewer inquiries. For those of Chengdu dialect, each of the
particles performs its own functions. They are much more focused on the mirativity. The core function is interjective—
by—rhetorical—question. There are fewer indicative, strong demand, interpersonal and discourse functions but more
inquiries. Besides, the functions of sentence—completion are mostly evolved from inquiries.

Key words: mood particles; expectation; multi-features; linguistic typology; semantic map
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