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Counter-mirativity and De-mirativity under Individual-denoting

Expectations: From the Construction Competition Perspective
Chen Yu & Chen Chen

Abstract: The similarities and differences between “dangran” and “ziran” have been widely concerned by
Chinese linguists, therefore it is of great theoretical significance to identify the specific field and clear boundary of
their contrast and complementary distribution. Under the framework of commonality to grasp individuality, this
paper focuses on the field of similar functions of the two adverbs by basing them on the theory of construction
competition, and by isolating its legally replaced context and verify individual-denoting expectations. Within
individual-denoting expectations, fine-differentiated distinctions between them maintain its coexistence pattern, the
essence of which is the positive and negative negation of mirativity, presenting as counter-mirativity and de-
mirativity of expectations. The confrontation feature of positive negation and the neglection feature of negative
negation are both useful pragmatic/thinking tools in the semiotic system.

Keywords: individual-denoting expectation, counter-mirativity, de-mirativity, construction competition,

dangran , ziran



