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On “Higher-than-expectation” Interpretation of Dou and Shenzhi

LI Kesheng
(School of Foreign Languages, Hefei Normal University, Hefei 230061, China)

Abstract: In current literature, one of the well-accepted interpretations of Dou is the even-like interpretation which in
essence is the higher-than-expectation (HTE) interpretation. However, there are two problems to be solved. Firstly,
the even-like dou can be used in the context in which there is seemingly no HTE; secondly, dou can be used in
concordance with shenzhi (a Chinese counterpart of even). If both of them have the same HTE, it will be redundant.
Based on the analysis of the alternative semantics, the paper proposes that there are three types of HTE: focused HTE,
relevant HTE and compound HTE. It is the ignorance of the different types of HTE that leads to the first problem.
Additionally, the paper argues that the HTE triggered by dou is a kind of implicature while that triggered by shenzhi is
a kind of presupposition, and that the focus structure of dou is different from that of shenzhi. Therefore, the
concordance of dou and shenzhi results in a complicated semantic relationship.
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C RERA[FFEEMT 1y CTRAULIT—ANFME B3E, )
d [ BREBREAZAT 1y (RLFRAIHERNRLET . )
([ &R KAEAZRT 1y )

FE(272) F1(27b) H, A 5 AT DI “H 7 = SE B U T RS (2008 AR 5 2003; XU L #2100
2008 %), FEHITFE UL AR (27d) TS OL . FEZ B, BIVE S & “H” F 454, X AR SR 2
NP “Be K7, MREA/IVa] “Be R/ EM” (RIL%, 20T 1k 2021; 220 ik 2023) . PEMAR T HE G
R “F N BB AR/, AT LI AR AL T — 2R 387 3 38/ ia),
B LR B 32775 2R Xl T 0 R B 1 /N S (27d) e ™, e /NI S A LR, “88 4
BT R E

PR R ET R “ER” AR R — /N AL R IR AN Ol . 382X BCC Al CCL A ik
K TLUEM: © “B&2” AERIEET, AT DA E A7 AR, (HRZ AT, @ “H
27 MBI, “H7 R A S AT LIRS R ET B B R ET A, G BRIt

TE(25) P, F55 A T AR AR BRI -t o), BRI AR QSR IR KT w-fE
@ L EE T XPRE (2005) I rg AR SR “E X ER YT Z5RIRE, BITE “HITE I EEARHT B, “BERE 4T
SCREMASE TRAR A fL GHHE) WA HA sl TR AT, IR E] “BL” ffit i, (BSEhs b, 723X
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ZAh, R AR R f SR HAER BT WIHTSONR I, XS CER U AT R
PR Bz R U SCRAT B A R
T 28) i “EE” SRR, “ET B ST R R

(28)a. ARRF R £ [HE KL [ 24 1y lpz, DR RS AR TH, (ccL)
b AZF —F EIATFFARGSNER [EF R |, BE[MWFE R A EAEILEFREHSF
DREEEEE - EE (ccL)

FE(28a)Hr, “ER7 RN “HLZ” FR AR AR ST S, T R .
(29)a. (28a)#y “H 27 #FAH4 L.
LRBE—MET “EREABRT R KA u—E. Bk “EHETEA REE
A w—AE, W) ARE A AT BA) R T G IR, @ “IREiE R H AR
RAZTHNEY .
b. (28a) 45 “H” 6442 FA L L.
b RBGE—MET AR R KT L —E. B AR KFET REEEA p-1E,
N “HEREAMARE R TR O, ® “EALAMA" 2R,
WARTE(28a) , “HE R FH] WML 2@ it o WU A (RP IR DA A& A REZ A, i
“HEB” TN — 2L KR T PR WU (R AR S RS R AR B]) . AR, Gl “EEET s oN
B L, “HB” B RS RO T IR . (28b) AT USRI, BRI Ho il “EE =T Rk
HEE A S, “HR” Feak AT . an(30) FiR:
(30)a. (28b) &g “H 7 a4 TR L.
LRBEE—NET “UE—RABRFEILERTHFORMERAIRLALFTIH R
KM p—1h, BEDEREILEEBHERIALFTIF REEZIA p-4, N
o N RIEE R e, [AERBRILEEBHE ] HEALELE 20
AR, @ o NG AR ], [WE—RARRILETREHF
B ERAEALIAZRIF ], AETAG,
b. (28b) 84 “HR” A FAHL L

HREAEAD u—l, W BE—L o REHE RS THYRE G LH RTAM
AL WML, @ “BFE - HEREZA R L LT,
G, “HE” HEER, “E7 B S T AR — A NVa R T R R A, B
HRBVE R “H 27 M S B 10

(3)a. BHER2 20, LA [ FEFH S |, £E[ESATEE A0 |50 (ccL)
b. b, AP B — [ EARIT BIEARREE |y, £ 2 [ A A PR E X A 1o (ccL)

1E(31a)rh, “BEE” RN, SR EAE BB (AUREZES.O)7, HsEk g “ EdrA
B0 o B PR R RECE T LT, RO R T ANBCE 42T 225 VP, (31b)
WA, HAE “E8” i fE e “HE” S/ V) (Z WSO (27) 194301 ) o

B BRI ARG B2 A, BIAE “EL 27 F“A87 REAH B OCHRIE L 5 i 8 Tl X, Joig “B &7 A
YT (AN (32a) ) b S 17 (A0 (32b) ), “BZ=7 Fi “B8” A2 AR R —A/ Ny i, HAE S|
AT

(32)a. # [+ =57 Ju! Hoi 5 [EA TROGED Juas

boAR[TZET |y RERTIR, L5 [EATROGED Jua0
FE(32a) T, “HR7 AR SR T TR T BT alt (T R T) = (P T >, s
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HT > t+—EAa+T > Vo “HEETMMAESUE WA TR ER  REEIE alt &AH TR
BEE) = (A THRHEE > A TFR> CEFiR>, Yo BT AR R CEET A A AR AR
SRIE, B RO S A “EE A A SR T, A S TR I B R Sy e 1 I 1 A S
Al LA o

(RN “HE 27 AE AT, D) A S s R A A . TR AT T 9 (6) I B T,
MEWT,
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b. AL HIFERALIH T ) AR [ B TROFIAT |y, BE[LEA FRAED !

TE(33a)mh, “FZ” YEFT W7 AE5, i SR A A TR H . AEXAMER T, “EET
VEAS AR BN L, M LS A 1 A R BGE B, (33b) i, “HR” 7ERT, A A E A T3, “HE”
FITIE: “A TUEREYIF AR ¢, WIAE ¢ PEE TR, I S R A9 887 2/ Vi) & i 5, RIS 33b
ANAEAEE SCHE BE R [A]

5. 451E

A BIRVIE, T AN E T AL T A S IR A R A A IR, AT A
Y S, H i 2R R[], S5 CRT LAy S = ARl Z AR TE T “HR il U SR
B PR “EC 2" B BAT B . X SR 2 SRR (SR ELZE 20055 TREUM 2014 55) A “HR” HHA
TS SR B . BERE R, KR B T S 1 B, TP AR U S B PR, T LA
B8 P ARG B e 5 2 . WL IE R P oy “HR7 A T pB U SR AN R T, —
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